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E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: PINS, UR, US, OTRA, CSCE 
SUBJECT: EMBASSY TRAVEL - APRIL 1978 

REF: (A) MOSCOW 7943, (B) MOSCOW 8202 

SUMMARY: APRIL WAS PLACID MONTH FOR EMBASSY TRAVEL 
PROGRAM, WITH MFA GIVING EMBASSY TRAVELERS LITTLE OR NO 
TROUBLE. MFA ALSO ALLOWED FOR FIRST TIME, TRIPS BY 
EMBOFFS TO TWO NEWLY-OPENED AREAS OUTSIDE MOSCOW 
OBLAST': KARAGANDA AND MAGNITOGORSK (REF B). HOWEVER, 
EMBOFFS CONTINUED TO ENCOUNTER VARIOUS ADMINISTRATIVE 
DIFFICULTIES IN MAKING RESERVATIONS FOR TRIPS, 

INCLUDING REFUSAL TO RESERVE CERTAIN FLIGHTS FOR 
FOREIGNERS AND REQUEST FOR INCREASED ADVANCE NOTICE IN 
RESERVING KIEV-MOSCOW TRAIN TRIPS. END SUMMARY. 

1 . TRAVEL STATISTICS FOR APRIL ARE AS FOLLOWS: 

REQUESTS: 52 
DESTINATIONS: 89 
TRAVELERS: 113 
SELF-CANCELLED: 1 
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REFUSED/ALTERED: 2 
EXCEPTIONS GRANTED: 3 

2. TRAVEL ALTERATIONS: ON APRIL 17 MFA PROTOCOL 
OFFICER VACHNADZE INFORMED TRAVEL OFFICER THAT ROSTOV- 
VORONEZH-MOSCOW PORTION OF ASSISTANT AGATT YODER'S 
4/25-30 ITINERARY WOULD HAVE TO BE COMPLETED BY 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


TRAIN RATHER THAN BY CAR. AS RESULT, EMBASSY VEHICLE 
PICKED UP IN ROSTOV BY YODER HAD TO BE LEFT THERE AND 
COULD NOT BE RETURNED TO MOSCOW. 

3. ON APRIL 17 VACHNADZE ALSO INFORMED TRAVEL OFFICER 
THAT MOSCOW-KAZAN PORTION OF 4/22-27 TRIP BY EMBOFFS 
SONTAG AND TUA WOULD HAVE TO BE COMPLETED BY AIR RATHER 
THAN BY RAIL. EMBOFFS COMPLETED TRIP WITHOUT INCIDENT, 
ITINERARY OF WHICH INCLUDED NEWLY-OPENED CITY OF 
MAGNITOGORSK (REF B). 

4. TRAVEL ARRANGEMENTS PROBLEMS: CLOSED FLIGHTS : ON 
APRIL 11, DAO OFFICER HALLORAN REQUESTED EMBASSY'S 
MISCELLANEOUS SERVICES SECTION TO RESERVE SEAT FOR HIM 
ON TU-144 FLIGHT TO ALMA ATA ON APRIL 25, WITH THREE 
ALTERNATERMED TRAVEL OFFICER 
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ALTERNATES FOR SAME DAY IF TU-144 FULL: FLIGHTS 525, 

517 AND 519. AFTER MUCH BACK-AND-FORTHING, UPDK INFORMED 
EMBASSY LOCAL EMPLOYEE IN MISCELLANEOUS SERVICES ON 
APRIL 18 THAT NO SEATS WERE AVAILABLE ON TU-144, AND 
THAT UPDK WOULD NOT SELL FOREIGNERS TICKETS FOR FLIGHTS 
525, 517 AND 519. UPDK SUGGESTED INSTEAD THAT HALLORAN 
TAKE FLIGHT 503, WHICH DID NOT APPEAR ON OFFICIAL 
AEROFLOT FLIGHT SCHEDULES. ACCORDING TO HALLORAN THIS 
IS FIRST TIME IN TWO YEARS THAT DAO HAS BEEN INFORMED 
CERTAIN FLIGHTS ARE NOT OPEN TO FOREIGNERS. TO TRAVEL 
OFFICER'S KNOWLEDGE, OTHER EMBASSY TRAVELERS HAVE NOT 
ENCOUNTERED SUCH PROBLEMS IN RECENT YEARS. 

5. KIEV ADVANCE-BOOKING: IN PAST, SOVIETS HAVE REQUIRED 
FIVE DAYS NOTICE FOR RESERVATION OF FIRST-CLASS TRAIN 
COMPARTMENT FROM KIEV. ON APRIL 9, MOSCOW INTOURIST 
ADVISED EMBASSY THAT IT WAS UPPING THIS ADVANCE NOTICE 
TIME TO A FULL SEVEN DAYS. THIS NEW, EXTENDED TIME, HAS 
CAUSED ROUND-TRIP TRAVELERS FROM MOSCOW INCREASED 
DIFFICULTIES, SINCE IT OFTEN MEANS THAT THEY ARE REQUIRED 
TO LEAVE MOSCOW FOR KIEV WITH NO RETURN TICKET IN HAND. 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 

6. EMBASSY NOTES THAT RETALIATION FOR SITUATIONS 
DESCRIBED IN PARAS 4 AND 5 PROBABLY IMPOSSIBLE, BUT PROVIDES 
THEM FOR DEPARTMENT’S INFORMATION. EMBASSY REQUESTS 
APPROPRIATE WASHINGTON RETALIATION FOR CASES DESCRIBED 
IN PARAS 2 AND 3. TOON 
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